Services for Holy Week and Easter


Good Friday
Churches Together in Broomhill and Broomhall

Half-hour service of meditation

at St Andrew’s URC

11-11.30am (followed by refreshments)
Children’s activity morning
at St Mark’s Broomhill
9.30-11.30am (short service 11.15am)
and
3-hour service of reflection
at St Mark’s Broomhill
12 noon to 3pm

Easter Sunday

Service of Holy Communion in the round
at St Andrew’s URC
at 11am
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Maundy Thursday Service 
1st April 2010 


The beginning
Leader: 
They gathered in an upper room to share a meal. 



And the names of the apostles were these:

[As each name is said, a small candle is lit]


Simon, called Peter,



his brother, Andrew;



James and his brother John – the sons of Zebedee;



Philip and Bartholomew;



Matthew and Thomas; 



James son of Alphaeus;



Simon who was called the Zealot,



and Judas son of James,



and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.



Mary Magdalene, 



Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza



and Susanna, who also travelled with him,


may have been there too.

Hymn:
R&S 473: Here in Christ we gather
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Leader:
Seeing that we are surrounded with such a great 

cloud of witnesses to faith – those who ran their 

races before us and have entered into their rests – All:

we join with them now to praise God’s name.

Leader:
For the first apostles, 



and for all who have kept the light of the gospel


burning down the centuries,

All:

we give thanks.

Leader:
For those who went before us



and passed on the light to us,



especially those whom we remember now,

All:

we give thanks.

Leader:
Come, Lord Jesus. 

All:

Take your rightful place as host 


at this, your table.

A large central candle is lit
The story is told (John 13:1-17, 31b-35)
Narrator:
On the first day of unleavened bread, when the Passover lambs were being slaughtered, his disciples said to him:

Peter: 
Where would you like us to go



and prepare for the Passover supper?

Narrator: 
So he sent two of his disciples with these 


instructions:

Jesus:

Go into the city and tell a certain man,



'The Master says,



"My appointed time is near; I am to keep the 


Passover with my disciples at your house."


Narrator:
The disciples did as Jesus directed.



They prepared for the Passover and in the evening 

he came to the house with the twelve.



Jesus knew that his hour had come,



that he must leave the world and go to the Father. 


He had always loved his own who were in the world, 


and now he was to show the full extent of his love.

(During the next passage, Jesus walks from the back with a towel and a basin and as he nears the front, Peter rises; Jesus stands motionless while Peter speaks and during the first part of the Narrator's next speech)

Narrator:
During supper, Jesus, well aware



that the Father had entrusted everything to him 


and that he had come from God



and was going back to God,



rose from the table,



laid aside his garments



and taking a towel, tied it round him.



Then he poured water into a basin



and began to wash the disciples' feet



and to wipe them with the towel.

Peter:

You're not going to wash my feet. 


You're not going to wash my feet! 


I mean it and I won't let you.



It's not your job, such dirty work.



It's not your place to be seen doing



what masters love and servants loathe. 


And I - we - have come to call you master; 


and you - you want to be our servant!



Oh, how humiliating!



You are the one we call our Lord. 


You are the one on whose own word 



all our words hang.



You are the one we'll always follow,


the one we'll never reject,


never betray, never deny.


Why empty yourself of dignity



to go down on the ground like a slave? 


If you're down on your knees



won't the world walk on by,



thinking you feeble and weak?



Why not rule from the sky,



stretch your arms round the world, not my ankles?



You're not going to wash my feet. 



You're not going to wash my...

Narrator: 
(Interrupting) Peter,



this is what he must do.



And this is what you must let him do.



To prevent it


is to pretend to be perfect,



and you are in need of as much washing as us all.

(Pause while Jesus approaches and Peter sits. The following words are said as water can be heard washing Peter's feet)

Narrator:
This, whom you call 'servant', is your Lord. 


To be the Lord means to be the servant; 


to do the dirty work



and to do it in love.



And that is very costly, although you count it stupid.



For a good world,



a man may lay down his life with pride; 



but for a bad world



and for people who reject, betray, deny, 



it is much harder.



His power is in his weakness. 


And you may not know that today, 


and you will not think it tomorrow, when from a cross,



against the sky,



he hangs helpless.



But this is the way the world is transformed... 


by loving the unlovely,



by dying for the lifeless,



by forgiving those, like you,



whose hearts are too stubborn to see what they are



or know who he is.



Be still, and let your feet be washed 



and let your mouth be closed.



Do not think always to act,



always to speak.



But first let your Lord do for you 




what you must do for each other.

Feet are washed

Hymn

R&S 474: Brother, sister, let me serve you
The story continues 
Leader:
Let us hear more of the story of that supper, as it is 

passed down to us by the apostle Paul in his first 

letter to the Corinthians:
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Leader:
So now, remembering what Jesus once did 


in an upper room, we take this bread 


and this wine, the ordinary things of the world 


which he will make special. And as he said 


a prayer before sharing, let us do so too. 


Lift up your hearts

All:

We lift them to the Lord.

Leader:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

All:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader:
We give thanks to you, O God, 



making grain grow for the making of bread, 



and vines flourish for the making of wine. 



We praise you for Christ, bread of life and true vine, 

whose body was broken for us, and whose blood 

was poured out for us. Send your Holy Spirit on 

these gifts of bread and wine, and on us your people, 

that the bread which we break may be the 


communion of the body of Christ, and the cup 


which we bless may be the communion of the blood 


of Christ. Give us grace to serve others as he has 


served us, to your praise and glory; and we ask this


through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:

Amen.
Sharing of bread and wine
Prayers of intercession
Leader:
This evening we have eaten together as the body of 

Christ, and committed ourselves to love and serve 

one another. This evening, then, let us pray for the 

church and all humankind. 



God our provider, you feed us with the bread of life 

and lift for us the cup of salvation. On this night 

Jesus gave us this holy feast: 



may all who gather at your table tonight, in whatever 

church or country, receive a foretaste of your eternal 

banquet. 



God of love
All:

grant our prayer.
Leader:
Servant God, on this night Jesus washed his 


disciples' feet: may we follow his example of love and 

service to one another and all in need. 



God of love
All:

grant our prayer.
Leader:
God our companion, we pray for those unable to eat 

at the Lord's Table or at any other table, for those 

who betray and for those betrayed, and for all 


innocent victims; may your love reconcile enemies 

and heal divisions. 



God of love
All:

grant our prayer.
Leader:
God of hope, remember all those in need, especially 

those we silently hold before you now ... 



God of love
All:

grant our prayer.
Leader:
After the meal, Jesus and his disciples sang a hymn 



and they went out to the Mount of Olives. Jesus said 

to them, ‘All of you will run away and leave me, for 

the scripture says, ’God will kill the shepherd 


and the sheep of the flock will be scattered’. 


Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane.



He was arrested and they all forsook him and fled. 

[The small candles are extinguished in reverse order. The large candle is carried lit out of the room. The service ends in silence.]

